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Purpose To remind all personnel of the heritage, pride, esprit de corps and unit cohesion created by 
those that served before us. 

Description Want to reconnect to your Air Force identity? Every community has local heroes that live among 
us. Some are highly decorated veterans that won medals and awards. Others are all-star 
professionals that worked in the background quietly making all the difference in the world. 
Others fall somewhere in the middle. No matter where they fall on the spectrum, the heroes living 
in our communities all provide a link to our history and heritage through their experiences and 
wisdom. Share the connection to living history and heritage by inviting our local heroes to visit, 
tour, speak, and interact with today’s Airmen. 

Employ •  Compile a list of heroes in your local community  
 

•  Heroes can be veterans, civil servants, community leaders, recognized experts, etc.  
 
• Contact local agencies to begin to learn who lives in your community 

o  VFW, Chamber of Commerce, Retired Colonel or Chiefs groups, Commemorative 
Air Force, local museums, local colleges, industry, honorary commanders, and 
even newspapers published by your wing or local city (see images below) 
 

•  Maintain your list of heroes and their contributions to and connection with our heritage 
 

•  Invite local heroes to events, activities, speaking engagements, brown bag lunches, 
ceremonies, etc., anywhere they can have contact with our Airmen. Most will gladly speak 
or attend for no money or other compensation 
  

• Tailor your invites based on the local hero and what makes them unique 
  

• Spread the invites out to as many local heroes as possible in order to increase contact with 
our Airmen and our local community 
 

•  Check with legal authorities before offering any form of compensation 
 
•  See the examples on the following page 

   Local Heroes 
       Target Audience:  All Personnel 



 

 
 

 
 

        
 


