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To remind all personnel of the heritage, pride, esprit de corps and unit cohesion created by
those that served before us.

Want to reconnect to your Air Force identity? Every community has local heroes that live among
us. Some are highly decorated veterans that won medals and awards. Others are all-star
professionals that worked in the background quietly making all the difference in the world.
Others fall somewhere in the middle. No matter where they fall on the spectrum, the heroes living
in our communities all provide a link to our history and heritage through their experiences and
wisdom. Share the connection to living history and heritage by inviting our local heroes to visit,
tour, speak, and interact with today’s Airmen.

e Compile a list of heroes in your local community
e Heroes can be veterans, civil servants, community leaders, recognized experts, etc.
e Contact local agencies to begin to learn who lives in your community
o VFW, Chamber of Commerce, Retired Colonel or Chiefs groups, Commemorative
Air Force, local museums, local colleges, industry, honorary commanders, and
even newspapers published by your wing or local city (see images below)
e Maintain your list of heroes and their contributions to and connection with our heritage
¢ Invite local heroes to events, activities, speaking engagements, brown bag lunches,
ceremonies, etc., anywhere they can have contact with our Airmen. Most will gladly speak
or attend for no money or other compensation

e Tailor your invites based on the local hero and what makes them unique

e Spread the invites out to as many local heroes as possible in order to increase contact with
our Airmen and our local community

e Check with legal authorities before offering any form of compensation

e See the examples on the following page
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Tuskegee Airman ¢

By Senlor Alrman Alexandria Slade
Juint Base San Antonio-Randolph Public Affairs

Dr. Granville Coggs, a d 1 “Dr:glna.lu
Airman, celebrated his 90th birthday in the skies dur-
ing a "fini" flight and ceremony with the 9%th Flying
Training Squadron July 30 at Joint Base San Antonio-
Randolph.

“Dr. Coggs is an American hero and a pioneer,” LL
Col. Oliver Johnson, 99th FIS commander, said. “This
is a huge day for the 99th FTS and 12th Flying Train-
ing Wing. We get to celebrate with Dr. Coggs, one of
approximately 150 Tuskegee Airmen pilots left out of
the 992 pilots umgma]l_‘, trmned in Alabama, all while
showeasing our miss

In regard to sperld.mg his 90th birthday in the air,
(oggs said he had “no words for his exciterment.”

Tam impressed and challenged the more [ associate
with the 99th FTS.” he said. “l am impressed that the
actions of the Tuskegee Airmen during the war years
are credible enough that the 99th FTS has chosen to
model themselves after them.”

Following his flight, Coggs was presented with 99th
FTS memorabilia and had his name badge “retired”
during a ceremony in his honor.

An all African-American pursuit unit of the U.S. Army
Air Corps established in 1941 and based in Tuskcgee
Ala., the Tusl Airmen included pilots, navigators,
bombardiers, maintenance and support staff, instruc-

elebrates 90th birthday with 93th FTS

tors and others who kept the flying mission running.

After joining the Tuskegee Airmen. Coggs was
trained as an aerial gunner in 1944, commissioned as
a bombardier and flew a B-25 Mitchell bomber, but
finiched training too late to be deployed into war.

“I hope Ameri ber the Tuskegee Airmen
as a group of role mode]s that this group will inspire
young people o v they can accomplish anything
and overcome any obstacle,” Coggs said

Johnson said he and other members of the 99th FI'S
are proud to uphold that heritage.

“It is the greatest honor of my life to be part of the
history and heritage of this squadron.” he said. “Every
time I come to work I'm humbled to know what they did
to blaze: a trail, overcome adversity and they refused to
fail. They knew the criticism l.heg,' wiould face and stll
fought to fight for their country.”

(Ammsl.enﬂy athletic throughout his life and a mul-
tiple gold medalist at the Texas State Senior Games
in the 400 meter run, Coggs said his “sprinting days
are past.”

“I'regret that I'm not the physical specimen [ was 10
or 20 years ago, but 'm glad [ got to where I am now,”
he said. “I'm still doing everything [ can.”

For more than 30 years, Coggs worked as a diag-
nostic radiologist, focusing on breast cancer detection
and inventing two ultrasound devices.

Cogge lives in San Antonio with his wife,
Maud.

Photo by Harold China
Dr. Granwille Coggs, documented original Tuskegee Airman, speaks
fo members of the 99th Flying Training Squadron July 30 at Joint
Base San Antonio-Randolph.

Alamo Wing honorary
commanders visit medical
and operation units

By Senior Alrman Bryan Swink
433 Airlifi Wing Public Affairs

Ten 432rd Airlift Wing honorary
commanders learned aboul the missions
of the 433rd Medical Group and 422rd
Operations Group at Joint Base San
Antonio-Lackland Dec. 5.

The tour began with a welcome.
overview and briefing by both group
commanders; Col. Ernest Vasquez,
433rd MDG commander, and Col. Lee
Maerkle, 433rd OG commander.

“We are excited to showcase what
the men and women of our groups do
here in the Alamo Wing,” said Vasques.
“These amaring Afrmen are members
of the San Antonio community who
volunieer to serve their country and do
it proudly.”

The first stop for the Honorary
f‘ s “hD are 1 mem-

local community, was a tour
O ihe Sa0rd MBS Tiscian ihat primar-
ily takes place at the historic Wilford Hall
Ambulatory Surgical Center.

They toured many of the areas 432rd
AW Airmen have to visit when in-
processing to the unit or conducting
their annual physicals. They visited
numerous places from the optometry
office, immunizations, dental and where
Alrmen have their biood drawn.

“It's really amazing 1o soe the dedica-
SinE . Pl i AT B B
their work i
S Dr Michast Ju‘Lla i Aeal Furl

honor,
pastor at West End Baptist Churc.
“One of the really interesting things to
find out is many of thess medics work
in the same or similar career field In
their civilian jobs, which gives them an
incredible amount of experience.”

Before breaking for lunch, the
honorary commanders recoived an ex-
tensive briefing from members of the
433rd Stagin
Critical Care Air Transport Team. The
briefers. led by Maj. Dana Mever and
Toech. Sgt. James Bayless, talked about
the equipment they use and the types of
missions conducted when transporting

service

“To know these AIrmen can set up a
make-shifl hospital on an aircrafl that’s
flying at 30,000 feet and get a patient

o by Senior Airman Bryan Swink
433rd Airiift ng honorary commanders
take photos and view the equipment used
by the 433rd Aerospace Medicine Squadron
Critical Care Air Transport Teams when
transporting inju sarvice members on
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland Dec. 5.

from the Middle East all the way to the
states without stopping is truly unbeliev-
able,” said Dick Holmberg. the 433rd
Logistics Readiness Squadron honorary
commander and president of Singing
Wator Vineyards.

After a quick lunch, the honorary
commanders visiled the C-5 Galaxy
simulators to test their skills sitting in
the pilot's seat and taking off, flying and
landing the Air Foree’s largest aircrafl.
Tha are to
the exact controls, movement and feel-
ing as one would expect if actually Oying
in the skies.

=1 can't explain how it works, but
my stomach sunk when taking off and
I knew in my head 1 wasn't I'J)ang bul.
it was d.lﬂ—l.'.ull. Lo convinee
wasn't,” said Jofn Smith, 433rd Sl-r‘u—
rity Forces Squadron honorary com-
mander and immigration officer with the
Department of Homeland Security. “That
was a memorable experience that 1 will
never forget.”

The Honorary Commanders Program
was developed o encourage an ex-
change of ideas, share experiences and
foster fr key
of the local civilian community and the
Joint Base San Antonio military commu-
nity. The program provides a unique
opportunity for San Antonio area com-
munity leaders to shadow the 433rd AW,
group and squadron commanders.

For more information about the Al-
amo Wing's Honorary Commanders
program, contact the 433rd AW Public
Affairs office at 925-5194.
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By JONATHAN PETTY Wayland Baptist University |
0 comments

Waylaid Baplis| Universily welcomes Dick “Lefty” O'Neal
to campus on Wednesday lo share his slory as the only
white baseball player to play for two Negro League
teams.

YNeal will speak in Wayland's weekly chapel senvice at
11 am Wednesday. He will then have lunch with
members of the bascball team and spend the afiemoon
touring the baseball facility and visiting with others who
ane inberested i his slory

ONeal's slory 1s cheonicled in his book “Dreanmg of the
Majors, Livig in the Bush,” and is being develuped ino
a motion picture. As a child, O'Neal was driven with a
love ot baseball. His desire was to play in the magor
leagues, but in lus own words was never quite good
enaugh

While: his siory deals with race and race relations more
than 20 years after Jackic Robinson broke the race
bamicr in Major League Bascball, O'Neal's testimony is
one of how God worked in hic life to bring him to where
Fiee i Loday. His love Tor (e game and love for the
peeopte wilh whom he played gave him 3 despes
understanding of Christianity.

“In my case, | had to realize that there is more to Iife
than baseball, but baseball gave me a great opportuniy
to share how it helped me with my walk as a Christian,"
(¥Neal says in the introduchon fo s hoak

(YNeal currentty lves in San Antonio and i shill mvolved
with the spart he loves




